DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
known that they favoured the relinquishment of Austria and
Czechoslovakia and the other Danubian countries to Germany,
the victory of Franco in Spain, and although official British policy,
as proclaimed in Parliament, has always been against these things,
they have always had their way in the end.
For long enough, this powerful group was known to foreign
newspapers and foreign legations and foreign governments as the
Something Clique. But this was apparently an illusion, because
one day a non-member of this non-existent Clique wrote to a
British newspaper to say that it never had existed. It was just
a Communist Plot. Until then the belief was widely held in
foreign countries that it did exist and was powerful enough, in
moments of crisis, always to tip the scales in favour of Germany
and Italy.
This was important, because the responsibility for the bewilder-
ment and spiritual despair of English people to-day would have
been borne by the Something Clique ~~ if only it had existed.
It would have been responsible, for instance, for the change in
British policy between the eve and the morrow of Munich — the
eve, on which the Prime Minister said, elf I were convinced that
any nation had made up its mind to dominate the world by fear
of its force I should feel that it should be resisted', and the morrow,
on which Lord Halifax said, *The German claim was in fact
advanced and pressed under an overwhelming show of force,
which was impossible to reconcile with the spirit of what we believe
must be the basis of international relations', the morrow on which
Dr. Goebbels said, 'We were ready to fight had we not got what
we wanted', the morrow on which Herr Hitler said, 'This success
was only possible because we were armed and determined to use
our might if necessary9.
I think this shows you how the little group works. Its members,
as far as I know them, are rich, not impoverished, and if disaster
falls on England I expect to find that they have vanished to estates
in America, South America, the Riviera, or Lord knows where.
The logical end of the policy they have pursued would be the
submission of England to Germany — and why should they not
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